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Senate Should Protect  
War Powers on Libya

BY LOUIS FISHER
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Louis Fisher is author of “Presidential War 
Power.” Before retiring last year from the 
Library of Congress, he worked for four 
decades with lawmakers and committees on 
a range of constitutional issues, including 
the war power.  

Guest 
Observer

“If we are going to put 
lives at risk, we do that 
far better as one nation 
than as one man.”
Lowell P. Weicker Jr. 
(1931- )
Former Connecticut Congressman, 
Senator and governor in an argument 
against the War Powers Act in a Senate 
debate, Oct. 20, 1987

“I am against giving 
the power of war to the 
Executive, because 
he is not safely to be 
trusted with it.”
George Mason 
(1725-1792)
Member of the Virginia and federal 
constitutional conventions, 1787

Q U OTAB LE

Why are Senators not 
exercising their duty 
to scrutinize?
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